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1897. 


RUSH  AND  WARWICK,  PRINTERS,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD. 


TO  THE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OP 

EATON  BRAY. 


GENTLEMEN, 

In  conformity  with  instructions  received  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  sanitary  year 
of  the  above  District,  ending,  December  25th,  1896,  although  it  practically 
embraces  the  whole  of  the  year. 

The  District,  which  is  a small  one,  comprises  the  undermentioned 
parishes,  in  which  are  given  the  several  populations,  acreages,  inhabited 
houses,  .and  the  relative  number  of  inhabitants  per  house  in  each  parish. 


Parish. 

Population. 

Acreage. 

Number  of 
Inhabited  Houses 
to  each  Parish. 

Number  of 
Inmates  in 
each  House. 

Eaton  Bray 

1,330 

2,416 

293 

5*22 

Heath-and-Reach 

1,090 

2,390 

249 

4*37 

Stanbridge 

402 

1,514 

100 

4*02 

Eggington 

268 

1,372 

60 

4*46 

Billington 

350 

1,209 

85 

4*11 

Total  ... 

3,440 

8,891 

787 

4*37 

The  Rate  of  the  Population  to  the  acre — 2*58. 


Climatic  Conditions.—  During  the  first  two  months  of  the  year 
the  rainfall  was  but  little,  and  the  weather  comparatively  fair,  March  followed 
with  a heavy  rainfall,  and  afterwards  a long  period  of  warm,  dry  weather 
ensued,  until  the  end  of  July,  when  heavy  rains  again  commenced,  especially 
in  September,  which  continued  in  a lesser  degree  to  the  year’s  close. 

The  Death  and  Zymotic  Death-Rates  in  the  five  parishes  of 
the  District  were  as  follows,  based  upon  the  census  of  1891,  as  against  those 
of  the  previous  year  : — Eaton  Bray,  general,  12*78,  zymotic,  T50,  as  against 
24*08  and  6*01  ; Heath-and-Reach,  general,  5*50,  zymotic,  1*83,  as  against 
18*34  and  *09;  Stanbridge,  general  12  43,  zymotic  0*00,  as  against  19*90 
and  0*00 ; Eggint.on,  general  14*92,  zymotic  0*00,  as  against  29*85  and  0*00  ; 
Billington,  general  8*60,  zymotic  0*00,  as  against  22*85  and  2*85.  Total, 
general  for  the  year,  10*17,  zymotic,  1*16,  as  against  22*08  and  2*90. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths,  and  death-rate,  also  the 
zymotic  deaths  and  death-rate  in  each  parish  as  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Parishes. 

Population. 

Deaths. 

General 
Death  Hate 
per  1,000. 

Corrected 
Death  Rate 
per  1,000. 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Rate 
per  1,000 

Eaton  Bray... 

1,330 

16(1) 

12*78 

12*03 

2 

1.50 

Heath-&-Reach, 

1,090 

6 

5*50 

5*50 

2 

1*83 

Egginton 

268 

4 

14*92 

14*92 

nil. 

— 

Billington  ... 

350 

3 

8*60 

8*60 

nil. 

— 

Stan  bridge  ... 

402 

5 

12*43 

12*43 

nil. 

— 

Totals,  1896- 
Totals,  1895- 

-3,440 

34(1) 

10*17 

9*88 

4 

116 

-3,440 

71  (5) 

22*08 

20*63 

lO 

2.90  £ 

The  figures  in  parenthesis  constitute  deaths  in  the  Union  Infirmary 
as  coming  from  the  parish  indicated. 


During  the  year  there  have  been  34  deaths  and  4 zymotic  deaths ; 
namely,  one  case  of  typhoid  fever  at  Eaton  Bray,  ( one  other  person  appears 
also  to  have  contracted  it  in  this  parish  and  died  at  home  in  the  adjoining 
district,  from  whence  it  was  notified).  One  case  of  whooping-cough  at 
Heath-and-Reach,  and  one  case  of  erysipelas  in  each  of  the  parishes  of 
Eaton  Bray  and  Heath-and-Reach. 

I now  lay  before  you  the  tabulated  analysis  as  to  ages,  which  is  as 
follows  : — 

DEATHS— ANALYSIS  AS  TO  AGES,  1896—1895—1894. 


Number. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Age. 

1896. 

1835. 

1894. 

Deaths  under 

1 year 

4 

10*81 

22*53 

26*56 

9 9 99 

5 years 

1 

2*70 

2*81 

15*62 

99  9 9 

15  ,, 

1 

2*70 

2*81 

312 

9 9 9 9 

25  „ 

2 

5*40 

7*04 

6*25 

9 9 99 

60  „ 

10 

27*02 

30*98 

21*87 

„ over 

60  „ 

13 

35*13 

33*80 

26*56 

Sickness  Rate. — During  the  year  the  zymotic  sickness  rate  has 
not  been  so  heavy  in  the  district  as  in  the  one  previous,  more  especially  in 
the  parishes  of  Heath-and-Reach  and  Egginton  ; in  Eaton  Bray  also  there 
has  been  a distinct  decline.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  a great  measure 
in  that  the  general  sickness  rate  for  the  year  throughout  the  country  has  been 
much  less,  doubtless  owing  to  the  warm,  dry  summer  we  were  favoured  with  ; 
also  the  district  has  experienced  no  epidemic  of  measles  or  scarlet  fever, 
and  lastly,  there  has  been  a considerable  amount  of  sanitation  done  in 
clearing  out  some  of  the  dilapidated  and  unwholesome  centres  in  Eaton 
Bray,  that  engender  such  diseases.  Much  however  yet  remains  to  be  done 
in  this  parish. 
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Birth  Rate. — The  number  of  births  that  occurred  during  the  year 
in  the  district  was  85  as  against  90  in  the  year  1895,  or  at  the  rate  of  24  70  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  as  against  26T6.  This  low  rate,  and  gradual 
decline  of  births  is  obviously  due  to  the  migration  of  the  younger  portion  of 
the  population  to  Urban  centres  where  there  are  greater  facilities  to  obtain 
employment.  It  is  regretable  to  see  one  by  one  of  our  rural  cottage  homes 
and  gardens  left  desolate  but  I fear  such  will  still  further  be  the  case  unless 
Agricultural  interest  receive  some  fresh  impulse  for  good. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Births,  Birth  Rate,  and 
Infant  Death  Rate  under  one  year  as  per  1000  of  Registered  Births. 


EATON 

BRAY 

BIRTH 

RATE.— 1896. 

Parishes. 

Population. 

Births. 

Birth  Rate 
as  per  1000  of 
Population. 

Under  1 year 
Infant  Death  Kate 
per  1000  of 
Registered  Births. 

Eaton  Bray 

• • . 

1,330 

37 

27-81 

27-02 

Heath-and-Reach 

1,090 

28 

25*68 

37-71 

Eggington  ... 

268 

6 

22*38 

166-66 

Stanbridge 

• • • 

402 

7 

17-41 

o-oo 

Billington... 

350 

7 

20-00 

142-85 

Totals, 

1896 

3,440 

85 

24-70 

47-05 

Totals, 

1895 

3,440 

90 

26*16 

177-77 

Through  the  year  I have  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  parishes 
in  your  district,  reports  upon  which  have  been  duly  laid  before  your  Council, 
the  two  last  of  which  are  given  in  extenso  ; an  epitome  of  the  remainder 
being  as  follows  : — 

Report — Upon  a foul  privy,  ash-pit  at  Heath-and-Reach,  as  being  in  a state 
most  dangerous  to  health,  that  had  been  previously  complained  of. 
Advise  given  that  they  be  at  once  done  away  with,  and  earth- pails 
substituted  in  their  place. 

Report — Upon  the  dilapidated  condition  of  certain  cottages  at  Egginton, 
and  as  to  former  orders  issued  by  your  Board  not  being  complied 
with. 

Report — Upon  the  insanitary  condition  of  three  cottages  at  Standbridge,  and 
as  to  the  urgent  necessity  that  something  be  done  in  the  matter  as 
they  had  been  frequently  reported. 

Report — On  the  condition  of  a ditch  fouled  by  sewage  emanating  fronTa 
butcher’s  shop  in  Heath-and-Reach,  advising  the  same  to  be  passed 
into  the  sewer  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the  tanks. 
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Also  a report  upon  an  insufficient  supply  of  water  at  Sandy  Corner  in 
the  same  parish,  and  as  to  the  same  being  remedied  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  property. 

Report — Upon  Gammon  Lane  ditch  at  Eaton  Bray.  As  to  its  oftimes 
stagnant  and  offensive  condition,  and  its  danger  to  health,  being  so 
near  the  schools.  With  advice  for  remedial  measures  to  be  adopted, 
which  have  since  been  carried  out. 

Report — Upon  the  overcrowding  of  a house  at  Honeywick,  Eaton  Bray  ; also 
as  to  its  dilapidated  condition  and  most  insanitary  surroundings  ; 
with  advice  that  the  same  be  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
which  has  since  been  carried  out. 

Report — Upon  the  insanitary  condition  and  situation  of  the  closets  to  the 
cottages  adjoining  the  wheelwrights  shop  at  Eaton  Bray,  with 
recommendations  regarding  such  to  your  Council. 

Report — Again,  upon  the  dilapidated  cottages  at  Egginton,  to  which  very 
little  had  been  done  ; also  as  to  the  dangerous  condition  of  a very 
large  barn  situate  by  the  roadside  in  the  same  village. 

Report — Upon  the  state  of  the  water-closets  to  the  Day  Schools  at 
Billington,  the  floor  of  which  was  found  to  be  as  usual  unhealthily 
damp  and  dirty  through  the  penetration  of  water  from  the  rising 
ground  opposite,  with  certain  recommendations  to  obviate  recurrence 
of  the  same. 

Report — Upon  the  advisability  of  closing  certain  cottages  at  Stanbridge  on 
account  of  their  decay  and  total  unfitness  for  habitation  (the  same 
subsequently  being  partly  pulled  down,  rebuilt  and  put  in  habitable 
repair). 

Report — Upon  the  dangerous  and  dilapidated  condition  of  two  cottages  at 
Heath-and-Reach  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation,  also  as  to 
overcrowding  of  the  same.  These  cottages  being  afterwards 
renovated  and  repaired,  and  rendered  passably  habitable. 

Report — Upon  the  examination  of  a certain  water  supply  to  a bakery  at 
Stanbridge  which  was  found  to  be  bad  and  totally  unfit  for  use. 

Report — Upon  a privy  at  Eaton  Bray,  most  unhealthily  situated  at  the  back 
of  the  fcfire-place  gof  an  out-kitchen  where  they  baked  and  prepared 
food.  As  this  dangerous  nuisance  had  been  previously  reported, 
advised  action  of  abatement  by  removal. 

Report — Upon  a case  of  scarlet  fever  notified  me  as  being  at  a cottage  in 
Stanbridge,  where  the  case  being  unable  to  be  removed,  full 
instructions  were  given  as  to  isolation  being  carried  out.  Also  report 
upon  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  house  itself,  its  want  of  drainage 
and  general  ruinous  and  dirty  state  of  the  extensive  premises  around. 
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Report — Upon  the  condition  of  Honey  wick  Lane  through  the  damming  up 
of  the  water-course,  thereby  rendering  it  wet  and  unhealthy,  with 
advice  that  the  obstruction  be  removed  and  the  waters  allowed  a free 
course. 

Report — Upon  the  damp  and  unhealthy  condition  of  certain  houses  on  the 
Northall  Road,  Eaton  Bray,  caused  through  defective  guttering 
saturating  the  walls,  the  drains  at  the  same  time  being  completely 
blocked  up,  this  the  owner  ultimately  had  put  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

Report — As  to  a case  of  typhoid  fever  engendered  near  Summerleys,  Eaton 
Bray,  the  patient  going  to  his  own  home  in  the  adjoining  district, 
where  the  case  was  duly  notified  and  the  patient  died. 

Report — Again,  upon  the  dilapidated  condition  of  seven  cottages  and  their 
out-offices,  their  insanitary  surroundings  and  contaminated  state  of 
their  water  supply,  situate  in  Nelson  Square,  Eaton  Bray;  also  upon 
eight  cottages  in  the  Sun  Yard  in  the  same  condition,  advising  their 
closure  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  your  former 
Visiting  Committee. 

Report — Upon  the  insanitary  state  of  the  privies  to  the  cottages  in  Bower 
Lane,  Eaton  Bray,  some  of  them  being,  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  in  a 
most  pestiferous  condition — with  a recommendation  that  earth  pails 
be  substituted. 

Report — Upon  the  attendance  at  the  court,  re  the  dilapidated  cottages  at 
Eaton  Bray,  sixteen  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  closed  by  magisterial 
order. 

Report — Upon  a fatal  case  of  typhoid  fever  as  notified  in  a cottage  in 
Summerleys,  as  to  its  cause  with  certain  recommendations  given  to 
remedy  the  insanitary  surroundings  of  the  cottage,  also  upon  neglect 
of  the  carrying  out  of  the  scavenger’s  duties. 

Report—  Upon  the  dirty  and  dilapidated  condition  of  certain  cottages  situate 
opposite  the  pump  at  Heath-and-Reach,  which  were  subsequently 
cleansed  and  placed  in  better  repair. 

Report — Upon  the  dilapidated  condition  of  twelve  cottages  at  Stanbridge, 
with  a view  to  their  being  closed  and  pulled  down,  which  was  after- 
wards carried  out. 

Report — Upon  some  cottages  at  Eaton  Bray,  as  to  their  contaminated  water 
supply  ; also  upon  the  bad  and  wet  condition  of  the  road  in  the  same 
locality. 

Report — In  accordance  with  your  instructions  at  your  last  Council,  I 
answered  the  letter  of  the  County  Council  re  the  sanitation  of  Eaton 
Bray,  and  forwarded  the  same  to  your  clerk  for  transmission.  The 
following  is  a copy  of  such  letter: — 

“ The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  having  written  your  Council, 
asking  what  had  been  done  as  regards  the  sanitation  of  Eaton  Bray, 
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consequent  upon  the  inspection  and  report  of  Dr.  Wilde  last 
February,  and  your  Council  having  directed  me  to  draw  up  a report 
in  answer  to  the  enquiry,  I would  advise  that  the  report  be  postponed 
for  a short  time,  as  there  are  two  or  three  matters  under  consideration 
at  the  present,  which,  when  disposed  of,  will  better  enable  me  to  give 
a more  definite,  and  I trust,  more  satisfactory  reply.” 

My  reason  for  asking  for  a further  time  of  grace  from  the  County 
Council  was — knowing  that  your  Board  would  have  certain  matters 
under  your  consideration  at  this  Council,  namely: — The  entertainment 
of  passing  and  adopting  certain  sections  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act,  and  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  and  of 
which  you  directed  me  to  note  selections  therefrom,  also  the  discussion 
upon  the  scavenging  and  the  better  sanitation  of  Summerleys.  I 
thought  I could  reply  in  detail  more  satisfactorily  after  such  meeting. 

Since  your  last  Council  I have  received  a letter  from  Dr.  Wilde,  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  stating — that  the  County  Council 
had  directed  him  to  re-inspect  Eaton  Bray,  with  a view  of  seeing 
what  had  been  done  since  his  report,  and  requesting  me  to  accompany 
him  on  such  re-inspection.  He  accordingly  came  last  Wednesday 
week,  and  I went  round  with  him  over  the  village.  On  the  inspection 
I noted  particularly  the  state  of  the  excreta  pails  and  was  exceedingly 
pleased  to  find  them  much  better  attended  to.  There  was  not  one 
that  was  inspected,  more  than  three  parts  full,  and  some  of  the 
tenants  were  using  ashes.  I trust  therefore  that  you  will  not  for  a 
moment  entertain  that  the  public  scavenging  should  be  dis- 
continued— the  cost  is  but  small,  but  the  benefit  to  the  village  is 
great  and  contrasts  in  evidence  against  the  pestiferous  fermenting 
cesspit  or  privy.  In  a small  village  there  is  no  better  system  than 
that  of  the  pail  if  properly  carried  out  and  earth  or  ashes  used,  the 
former  being  the  better  if  readily  obtained.  The  pails,  however, 
should  be  emptied  at  night,  not  when  the  men  are  going  to  work  in 
the  morning,  of  which  there  are  great  complaints.  I regret,  however, 
to  say  that  in  the  backways  and  yards  and  house  drainage  of  many  of 
the  houses  there  is  no  improvement,  they  are  still  dirty,  boggy,  and 
badly  attended  to,  which  must  cause  serious  pollution  to  the  water  of 
the  shallow  dip-wells  situate  therein,  that  are  in  many  instances — 
owing  to  the  recent  rains  —within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  surface, 
some  of  the  waters  are  even  less.  I cannot  bring  this  too  forcibly 
before  your  Council,  as  in  it  lies  a greater  part  of  the  insanitation  of 
the  place.  I collected  with  your  inspector,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Saturday, 
twelve  samples  of  these  waters  and  on  testing  them  found  them  to  be 
polluted,  the  worst  being  from  Summerleys. 

Repot  /—Eaton  Bray,  December  21. — I would  again  bring  before  your  notice 
the  condition  of  some  of  the  yards  and  back  ways  to  the  cottages 
~ where  the  house  drainage  is  frequently  defective,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  wells  supplying  the  drinking  water,  oftentimes  of  a 
dip  character,  and  that  such  wells  must  inevitably  become  con- 
taminated and  the  water  receive  pollution. 
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SANITARY  YEAR. 

In  reviewing  the  past  sanitary  year  of  your  District;  the  death-rate 
(as  has  been  the  case  throughout  the  United  Kingdom),  was  much  lower, 
pirticularly  so  at  Heath-and-Reach,  where  it  only  reached  5-50.  There  have 
also  been  no  zymotic  epidemics.  Altogether  it  has  been  a year  of  grace  as 
regards  the  death  roll,  and  I may  say  sickness.  Certain  improvements  have 
taken  place  as  to  cottage  property  and  several  have  been  closed  that  were  unfit 
for  habitation,  particularly  at  Stanbridge  and  Eaton  Bray,  at  the  latter  place, 
however,  vervmuch  yet  remains  to  be  done.  Near  the  close  of  the  year  Dr. 
Wilde,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  was  sent  down  to  re-inspect  Eaton  Bray 
as  to  what  had  been  done  in  reference  to  his  former  report,  which  I am 
afraid  was  not  so  much  as  he  anticipated.  During  the  year  I have 
on  several  occasions  advised  your  Council  to  adopt  the  two  most 
necessary  Acts  to  carry  out  Rural  Sanitation,  but,  I regret  to  say,  without 
avail.  I however,  hope  soon  to  find  them  placed  upon  your  Council’s 
statute  book  ; they  are  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  and  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act. 

Taking  the  parishes  individually,  we  commence  with  the  village 
from  whence  the  District  takes  its  name. 

Eaton  Bray. — ’In  reporting  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  a village* 
there  are  two  distinct  sources  of  responsibility  to  be  called  into  question. — 
That  which  devolves  upon  each  individual  tenant  and  owner  of  propercy,  and 
that  which  such  village  has  a right  to  expect  from  Councils  under  whose 
supervision  and  custodianship  they  are  placed  as  responsible  for  the  health 
and  general  sanitary  improvements  for  such  locality. — For  the  former,  Jthe 
responsibilities  are  great,  in  fact,  far  the  greater  of  the  two,  for  if  each  tenant 
does  not  carry  out  in  and  around  his  own  house  and  premises  clean  and 
thrifty  measures,  the  other,  to  a great  extent,  becomes  a nullity.  Where  is 
the  incentive  for  Councils  and  officers  to  exert  their  best  if  a certain  class  of 
persons  will  persist  in  throwing  their  dirty  slop-water,  and  abominations 
outside  their  front  or  back-ways,  rendering  them  damp,  and  dangerous  to 
health,  or  live  in  a state  of  filth  and  squalor,  perhaps  overcrowding  in  their 
homes — or  allow  their  houses,  yards,  and  out-premises  to  fall  into  dilapidation 
and  decay  for  the  want  of  a little  judicious  lime-washing,  renovating  and 
periodical  supervision.  The  old  adage  is  here  applicable  : “ God  helps 
those  who  help  themselves.” 

The  duties  which  revert  to  the  'second  are  more  of  a general  and 
imperial  character,  though  none  the  less  obligatory.  They  are, — To  direct  that 
through  their  officers,  the  several  nuisances  reported  by  them  from  time  to 
time,  shall  be  abated  or  done  away  with.  Further,  that  such  village  is 
properly  provided  with  a sound,  wholesome  supply  of  drinking  water,  should 
the  existing  one  be  found  to  be  generally  contaminated  by  pollution.  Also 
to  the  disposal  of  the  excreta,  that  the  drainage  is  of  such  a character  (or 
the  want  of  it),  as  to  become  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  to  see  that 
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such  Acts  be  adopted  and  enforced  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  measures, 
and  not  become  a dead  letter. 

To  what  extent,  in  the  above-named  village  the  two  sources  of 
responsibility  have  carried  out  their  duties,  will  be  answered  by  the  un- 
satisfactory reports  of  the  inspections  that  have  taken  place  by  different 
individuals  and  duly  presented  to  your  Council,  with  the  action  taken  there- 
upon. That  some  of  the  inhabitants  appear  not  to  be  so  lost  in  negligence 
and  squalor,  and  that  some  of  the  homes,  and  yards,  through  certain 
renovations  having  been  carried  out,  are  not  so  bad  as  they  were  two  or 
three  years  since,  I am  pleased  to  see  and  report,  also,  that  several  houses 
condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  have  been  closed. 

There  remains,  however,  a much  larger  amount  of  sanitary  work  yet 
to  be  done  in  the  parish  to  prevent  periodical  cases  of  typhoid  occuring,  of 
which,  (I  believe,  there  is  one  or  two  at  the  present  date),  while  foremost  is 
the  supply  of  an  unpolluted  drinking  water,  which  could  easily  be  obtained 
by  one  of  three  methods. — The  first  being  the  most  economical,  and  would 
be  in  conformity  with  the  wording  of  the  Act : — That  the  supply  shall  be 
within  reasonable  distance  of  the  houses,”  with  no  pumps  to  be  constantly 
thrown  out  of  gear  by  mischievous  children. 

1st. — That  one  artesian  well  should  be  sunk  in  the  village;  the  supply 
carried  by  pipes,  and  delivered  by  hydrants. 

2nd. — That  the  water  be  obtained  from  the  hills  not  far  distant,  by  pipes, 
and  delivered  by  hydrant. 

3rd. — That  three  or  four  artesian  wells  be  sunk  in  the  village,  and  the  water 
delivered  by  pumps. 

There  is  one  other  matter  I deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your 
Council,  to  which  I have  previously  drawn  your  attention,  and  that  is  the 
nuisance  arising  through  the  wholesale  breeding  of  ducklings  in  the  centre  of 
the  village.  If  it  were  the  rearing  of  a few,  I should  not  take  notice  of  it, 
but  when  it  comes  to  a matter  of  thousands. — The  boiling  of  meat  offal, 
and  the  saturated  condition  of  the  soil  into  a filthy  morass,  so  to  speak, 
through  the  constant  deposit  of  a large  amount  of  semi-digested  excrement. 
The  offensive  effluvia  often  arising — especially  in  summer — constitutes,  in 
my  opinion,  a grave  and  dangerous  nuisance,  and  my  attention  has  frequently 
been  drawn  to  it  by  some  of  the  villagers. — In  fact,  it  is  but  a week  since, 
while  passing  through  the  place,  a person  of  knowledge  residing  there  in- 
formed me  that  he  believed  that  a great  deal  of  the  contaminated  water  was 
due  to  the  rearing  of  such  a large  number  of  ducks  in  the  village.  That  in 
some  instances  it  is  a cause,  there  is  but  little  doubt. — If  the  duck-breeders 
could  be  kindly  persuaded  to  carry  on  their  calling  in  places  away,  as  the 
late  Mr.  Hudson,  or  outside  the  inhabited  portion  of  the  village,  I feel 
certain  it  would  be  a step  in  the  right  direction  towards  the  health  of  the 
place. 

Although  the  somewhat  low  death-rate  of  this  year,  1017,  in 
comparison  with  the  very  heavy  one,  24’06,  of  the  last,  is  very  congratulatory, 


9 


I trust  that  it  may  not  hark  back,  but  that  the  steady  carrying  out  o^ 
judicious  reforms  will  warrant  more  satisfactory  reports  for  Eaton  Bray  in 
the  future,  remembering  “ That  it  is  never  too  late  to  mend,”  even  in  matters 
of  health. 


Heath-and-Reach — The  death-rate  for  this  village  for  the  year 
was  the  remarkably  low  figure  of  5*50,  this  doubtless  was  due  in  a great 
measure  to  the  total  absence  of  any  epidemic  or  outbreak  of  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  or  other  infectious  disease.  The  soil  being  sandy  and  gravelly,  and 
there  being  some  good  deep  wells  of  water  in  the  village,  the  locality  should 
be  healthy.  During  the  year  four  or  five  houses  have  been  certified  as 
uninhabitable,  but  have  since  been  put  in  a certain  state  of  repair;  there  are 
others,  however,  in  the  village  of  the  older  kind  that  will  have  to  be  dealt 
with  at  some  future  period,  where  the  house  drainage  is  often  conspicuous 
by  its  absence,  and  the  surroundings  not  of  the  best.  It  appears  a great 
pity  that  measures  cannot  be  arrived  at  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  by  the 
improvement  of  St.  Thomas’  Road  and  Back  Lane,  they  are  simply 
deplorable. 

Stanbridge — The  dilapidated  row  of  cottages  at  the  “Slough,” 
which  I previously  reported  to  your  Council  in  ’86  as  being  unfit  for 
habitation,  have  since  been  closed  and  pulled  down.  Two  or  three  which 
were  notified  as  being  in  the  same  condition,  with  a view  to  closure,  have 
since  been  renovated  and  partly  rebuilt.  There  has  been  one  case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  year,  and  the  general  death  rate  was  12-45. 

Stanbridge  having  always  been  noted  as  possessing  a fine  relic  of  the 
feudal  past  in  the  shape  of  its  large  open  “Village  Green” — It  is  with  regret 
I have  heard  it  hinted  that  it  is  in  contemplation,  by  some,  to  have  the  same 
inclosed. — 1 earnestly  trust,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  and  Parish  Council 
will  never  allow  such  a suicidal  piece  of  vandalism  to  take  place  against  their 
own  interest.  Very  few  villages  have  such  a health  giving  boon  remaining 
to  conserve. 

Egginton — This  village  is  practically  in  the  same  dilapidated 
condition  as  when  I reported  to  your  Council  last  year.  Two  or  three  of  the 
least  decayed  cottages  have  been  temporarily  patched  up,  but  others  are  fast 
falling  into  ruin,  as  also  some  of  the  out- buildings  to  other  cottages,  whilst 
a very  large  barn  situate  by  the  road-side  is,  in  my  opinion,  highly  dangerous 
to  passers-by  through  dilapidation.  This  state  of  things  you  will  remember, 
has  several  times  been  reported  to  your  Council,  but  it  is  difficult  to  get  the 
owner  of  the  property  to  move  in  the  matter.  The  water  from  the  Public 
well  is  decidedly  not  of  the  best  quality,  and  there  is  oftentimes  great 
scarcity  during  the  summer  months.  The  general  death-rate  of  the  village 
(which  is  becoming  depopulated)  was  about  14*92,  but  none  of  a zymotic 
character. 
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Billington — During  the  year,  the  general  death-rate  was  very 
low,  only  8*60.  No  case  of  scarlet  fever  transpired  from  the  end  of  the 
previous  year.  The  Girls’  School  closet  has  been  again  reported  to  your 
Council  as  being  damp  and  unhealthy  during  wet  weather,  and  will  remain 
so  as  long  as  it  is  located  in  its  present  position. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I cannot  but  regret  that  the  reports  and 
recommendations  of  your  officers,  and  from  others,  have  been  so 
casually  discussed  and  so  little  acted  upon.  For  instance,  I am  of  opinion 
that  had  the  fair  and  reasonable  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr. 
Wilde,  about  which  time  the  death-rate  was  over  24  per  1,000 — and  there 
had  been  six  deaths  from  typhoid — received  more  attention  and  some  of  the 
recommendations  been  entertained  with  a view  to  adoption,  say,  if  only  as  to 
a wholesome  supply  of  water,  so  urgently  needed,  there  would  have  been  but 
slight  need  for  Dr.  Wilde  coming  down  to  re  inspect  the  village.  It  will  be 
in  your  remembrance  that  I,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  recommended 
the  adoption  of  the  “Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act”  and  certain 
sections  of  the  “ Public  Health  Amendment  Act,”  which  after  repeated 
adjournments  and  postponements  at  the  close  of  the  year,  were  eventually 
rejected,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme  pressure  brought  to  bear  by 
your  officers,  the  scavenging  of  the  excreta  pails — the  only  good  measure 
Eaton  Bray  has  received — would  have  been  rescinded.  The  duties  of  health 
officers  are  at  all  times  onerous  and  they  naturally  rely  for  help  and 
support  from  their  Council,  and  should  that  not  be  forthcoming  their  path 
of  justice  and  duty  becomes  somewhat  difficult,  and  as  a consequence  the 
public  health  has  to  suffer  thereby. 
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The  number  of  nuisances  reported,  and  summonses  issued,  with 
other  sanitary  matters  for  the  year,  as  supplied  to  me  by  your  Inspector, 
were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Nuisances  reported 
,,  Notices  issued  ... 

,,  Pumps  and  water  supplies  repaired  ... 

„ Dairies,  bake-houses,  and  slaughter-houses  inspected 
„ Public  Drains  Repaired 

,,  Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases  that  have  come  unde 
my  notice  ... 

,,  Plans  submitted  ...  

,,  Breaches  of  Bye-Laws... 

,,  Seizures  of  Meat,  Fish,  &c.,  as  unfit  for  food  of  man 
,,  Cottages  Drains  defective 
,,  Cottages  cleansed  and  repaired 

,,  Houses  closed  as  unfit 

,,  Pigs  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 
,,  Overcrowding  ... 

,,  Police  Court  proceedings 
,,  Waters  tested  ... 

,,  Foul  ditches 


2 

5 

1 

0 

15 

26 

28 

3 

3 

3 

12 
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I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  W.  A.  SANDELL. 

September  25th,  1897. 
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